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COUNTY BAR RATING

DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

BY JAMIE WIGGAN // JAMIE@PGHCITYPAPER COM

The Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas is tasked with meting out justice in all matters, from injury
compensation claims to divorce settlements and homicide charges. Each of its elected judges preside for 10-year
terms over one of three divisions — civil, criminal, and family. Once a judge’s term has expired, voters have the
option to “retain” them for a further 10 years in a yes-no voting process that doesn't permit challengers. Judicial
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ANTHONY DeLUCA

Democrat/Republican. Private practice
attorney. University of Pittsburgh
School of Law graduate. Former
Assistant Attorney General. Former
union labor attorney. Volunteer youth
sports coach.

candidates can cross file to participate in both major party primaries.

]
ANDY SZEFI

Democrat/Republican. Appointed to
Court of Common Pleas by former Pa.
Gov Tom Wolf in 2022 to fill a vacancy,
but must win an election to retain

his seat. Former Allegheny County
Solicitor. University of Pittsburgh
School of Law graduate.

PATRICK SWEENEY

Democrat/Republican. 25-year public
defender. Former Congressional staffer.
University of Pittsburgh School of Law
graduate. Secretary, USW's public
defender bargaining unit.

- Dedication to helping defendants
with mental illness

- Sympathy for working people and
labor causes

- Appreciation for stresses and un-
certainties facing law enforcement
officers

- Reforming parole violation sentenc-
ing to reduce jail overcrowding

- Living wage compensation for jurors

- Expanding diversionary courts to
reduce low-level criminal convictions

- Commitment to “equal treatment”

- Commitment to staff diversity and
implicit bias training

- Maximizing accessibility through
remote proceedings

Pittsburgh Federation of Teachers,
Pittsburgh Firefighters, Pittsburgh
Metro Area Postal Workers Union,
Pittsburgh Regional Building Trades
Council, NALC 85, Steamfitters 449

Allegheny County Democratic
Committee, Steel City Stonewall
Democrats, United Steelworkers,
American Federation of Musicians,
The Young Democrats of Allegheny
County, Sunrise Movement Pittsburgh

Highly Recommended

Recommended

Highly Recommended

OTHER JUDGES

Commonwealth
Court Candidates

Bryan Neft

Matt Wolf

Superior Court
Candidates

Jill Beck

Pat Dugan

Timika Lane

Debbie Kunselman
Daniel McCaffery
Magisterial District
Judge Candidates
Thomas A. Babinsack
Carolyn Saldari Bengel
Bruce J. Boni
Matthew J. Brungo
Dan Butler

Patrick D. Campbell
Lisa Caulifield

Iren Evans

Matt Feldmeier

Eric Fischer

Michael J. Girardi
James J. Hanley, Jr.
Jeffrey L. Herbst
Mitchell Karaica
Richard King

Jack Kobistek

Todd Elliott Koger
Daniel J. Konieczka, Jr.
Michael J. Lepore
Kate Lovelace
Richard J. McCague
Casey P. Mullen
Melanie Pallone

Nina Ricciardi

Philip Roberts

Rachel Rosnick
Giuseppe Rosselli
Weldianne Scales
Ryan Schneiderlochner
Tara Smith

Glen Sovich

Carla Swearingen-Batch
Margareth Sweeney
Michael W. Thatcher
Anthony Vaccarello

Brooke Burchette Williams
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